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INDEX OF SURFACE-WATER DISCHARGE, WATER-QUALITY, SEDIMENT, AND BIOLOGICAL 
RECORDS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 1990, FOR WYOMING

By N.K. Ruby, R.J. Sagmeister, Sharon L. Green, and J.D. Walgren

ABSTRACT

Streamflow and reservoir stations in and adjacent to Wyoming 
are indexed in this report listing dates that surface-water, 
water-quality, sediment, and biological data were collected and 
published. The listing is limited to those stations that have 
been part of systematic data-collection monitoring networks. 
Miscellaneous sites are not included.

This report lists the station name and identification number, 
the drainage area, if known, and period of record (calendar years) 
through September 30, 1990.

The report is similar to previous nationwide indexes of 
streamflow and reservoir stations, published for stations with a 
period of record prior to October 1, 1970. This report supersedes 
those publications, as they pertain to the State of Wyoming.

INTRODUCTION

This report lists the period of record (calendar years) for streamflow 
and reservoir stations in and adjacent to the State of Wyoming that have 
been part of discharge, water quality, sediment, or biological monitoring 
networks through September 30, 1990. Data for the stations have been 
previously published in reports of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Sites 
that were not part of a systematic data-collection monitoring network during 
any particular year are not included in this report. These are 
miscellaneous sites, such as those having data from one visit or were part 
of an investigative, short-term project. However, dates for data collected 
at an established network station, while part of an investigative, short- 
term project, are included in this report.

Indexes of surface-water records for streamflow and reservoir stations 
by basin have been published nationwide by the USGS. The most recent 
indexes listed stations with a period of record prior to October 1, 1970. 
This index comprises all stations in those indexes specific to Wyoming, plus 
the next station downstream from the State boundary, if there is not a 
station at the boundary. Indexes of surface-water records for Wyoming 
stations, which were included in U.S. Geological Survey Circulars 656, 659, 
660, and 663 (U.S. Geological Survey, 1971), are superseded for Wyoming by 
this report. No previous indexes have been published for chemical quality, 
sediment, and biological records.



Records of discharge or stage of streams, and contents or stage of 
lakes and reservoirs were first published in a series of USGS Water-Supply 
Papers entitled "Surface Water Supply of the United States." Through 
September 30, 1960, these Water-Supply Papers were published by water year 
(12-month period, October 1 to September 30) in an annual series and then in 
a 5-year series for water years 1961-65 and water years 1966-70. Records of 
chemical quality, water temperatures, and suspended sediment were published 
by water year from 1941 to 1970 in an annual series of Water-Supply Papers 
entitled "Quality of Surface Waters of the United States." Water-Supply 
Papers may be consulted in the libraries of the principal cities in the 
United States or may be purchased from Books and Open-File Reports Section, 
U.S. Geological Survey, Box 25425, Federal Center, Denver, CO 80225.

Beginning October 1, 1960 through September 30, 1970, streamflow data 
were released by USGS in annual reports on a state-boundary basis. Water- 
quality records for 1964-70 were similarly released either in separate 
reports or in conjunction with streamflow records.

Beginning with water year 1971, data for streamflow and water quality 
were combined into one report and have been published in USGS Water-Data 
Reports by state. These reports are identified by a number consisting of 
the two-letter state abbreviation, the last two digits of the water year, 
and the volume number. Water-Data Reports are for sale in paper copy or in 
microfiche by the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Springfield, VA 22161.

In addition to Water-Data Reports, data also are available through the 
National WATer Data STOrage and REtrieval System (WATSTORE) operated and 
maintained on the central computer facilities of the USGS at its National 
Center in Reston, VA. Data specific to Wyoming also is maintained on 
computer facilities at the Wyoming District Office, 2617 E. Lincolnway, 
Cheyenne, WY 82001.

DOWNSTREAM ORDER

The stations in this index are listed in the downstream order used in 
the series of Water-Supply Papers on surface-water supply of the United 
States since 1951. Starting at the headwater of each stream, all stations 
are listed in a downstream direction. Tributary streams are indicated by 
indention (one indention of two spaces for each rank) and are listed between 
main-stem stations in downstream order as they enter the main-stem stream. 
Likewise, streams of less important rank are listed similarly in downstream 
order as they enter between stations on the stream of more important rank. 
If station names fail to show the complete sequence of tributaries and 
ranks, a stream name only is inserted to complete the series unless that 
series is complex and undetermined, in which case a double indention (four 
spaces) is used to indicate that the ranking of tributaries is incomplete.



STATION NAME

Station names are given in ttheir most recently published form. 
Parentheses around part of a station name indicate that the enclosed word or 
words were used in an earlier published name of the station or as an 
alternate name. Parenthetical explanations also are used to indicate that a 
stream of a different name is the head of the main stream by use of "(head 
of ________ River) . "

STATION NUMBER

As an added means of identification, each monitoring-network station 
has been assigned a station number. The numbers have been assigned in the 
same downstream order used in this index. In assigning station numbers, 
gaps were left to allow for new stations that may be established; hence the 
numbers are not consecutive. The complete number for each station consists 
of eight digits. The first two digits represent the part number and the 
last six the station number. The part number designates the major river 
basin shown in figure 1. Part numbers for the major basins in Wyoming are 
as follows:

06 - Missouri River basin
09 - Colorado River basin
10 - The Great Salt Lake Basin
13 - Snake River basin

For example, 06279500 is the station number for the Bighorn River at 
Kane, Wyo. The 06 prefix designates the station as being in the Missouri 
River basin.

DRAINAGE AREA

The drainage area, in square miles, is the latest figure published or 
otherwise available at this time.

PERIOD OF RECORD

The "Period of record" column shows the period of record for the 
systematic monitoring-network stations. The dates given are the calendar 
years in which a record began or ended; breaks of less than a year are not 
shown. For example, if a record began in October 1923, ended in April 1932, 
began again in March 1933, and ended in September 1944, the period of record 
would be shown as 1923-44.

A date followed by only a dash shows that the station was continued in 
operation beyond September 30, 1990. A date followed by a period indicates 
discontinuance. A date followed by a semicolon indicates a break in the 
collection of records.
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A period of record for the same continuous-record station published by 
other agencies (or available only in files of the USGS or another agency) is 
listed only when it is for a period not published in reports of the USGS. 
This period is indicated by footnotes. A period of record for data 
collected by other agencies is included only for stations for which there is 
some record published in USGS reports.

The first column, "Daily or monthly discharge or content" shows the 
period of record for a continuous-record gaging station. A continuous- 
record station is a streamflow-gaging station on a stream or reservoir for 
which the data to determine discharge, stage, or contents is collected to 
allow publication of daily, weekly, or monthly values for a continuous 
period of time.

The second column, "Annual peak discharge" shows the period of record 
for a crest-stage partial-record station. A crest-stage partial-record 
station is a streamflow-gaging station for which only the annual peak 
discharge is determined.

The third column, "Water quality" shows the period of record for 
chemical-quality data, including continuous temperature records collected at 
network stations. The fourth column, "Sediment" and the fifth column, 
"Biology" shows the period of record for sediment and biological data 
collected at network stations.

Explanation of footnotes is given at the end of the index.

REFERENCES

U.S. Geological Survey, 1971, Index of Surface-Water Records to
September 30, 1970. Circular 656, Part 6, Missouri River basin, 91 p.; 
Circular 659, Part 9, Colorado River basin, 55 p.; Circular 660, Part 10, 
The Great Basin, 39 p.; Circular 663, Part 13, Snake River basin, 29 p.
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